NEWSFROM TREK COUNTRY

Stories and Events from the Cottonwood @alth Fo

Thoreau, New Mexico May 2009

Note from the Director

Much of Trek charm is rooted in th
clever resourcefulness of how the Gulc
is put together — literally. At Base Cam
this homegrown ingenuity can be seen i
everything from the way that doors an
FXSERDUGVY VZLQJ RSHQ
down, and water pipes are connected, to t
way that a com tarp is extended, a sculle
is packed, or a felled tree trunk is tran
formed into a couch.

There can be seen such beauty and ¢
ativity in the process of Gulch engineerin
over the years that it's hard to say goodby&op and Middle:Students from recent school group expeditions camped in Socorro, New
to old structures or systems. But even thRlexico where they played on boulders and went rock climbing at The Box.

oldest designs replaced something earligt.oy s and incoming Trekkers, an artistic remm

and were themselves inspired by the pr Sort from this year's Caretaker, and an ad i
cess that came before. A recent exam

L owledgement of our generous donors. |
of this is the replacement of The Alamomore somber news, we also honor the live

by The General Store — a welcome mov f two important members of the Gulc

which ended the use of the large pit to_"eéommunity. Lastly, you'll read about our]
near Sawyer Creek n favor of Operatmg?ecruiting trips, our school group treks, ou
a new composting latrine above the pa%ew Base Camp Cook, our efforts to “redigt

ing Idot_lfarkfrongjlthe w_?':]er Eble. Butbas Ncover” the Zuni Mountains, and highlights
good Trek tradition, The Alamo Is by NOg,n 5 yecent letter written by a Trekke

means forg.o.tten. It was featured in pICto'etting reacquainted with the Gulch afte
graph activities last summer and there h any years

even been discussion of getting it listed as "' s 4 1x00O\ WKHVH SD

an historic Iandmark. I hayen’t yet heardg cup” with fond memories and exciting®*
of a resurgence of interest in sleepaigp ideas, but nothing can replace a return {§

The Alamo, but even the best trad|t|on%rek Country, so please feel free to swin

take time. y Base Camp sometime this summer. YQ
More than many other places, the Gulc QRZ ZKHUH WR ¢QG XV
is a setting where ideas become actions, Sincerely

projects becpme pat'gerns, and creatio.n Mike Sullivan
breeds creation. In this sense, the Trek is
constantly celebrating and reinventing it
self. This evolutionary pattern appears i
a variety of ways and this year is no excef
tion. The Foundation has followed throug
on several initiatives in this “off-season,’
LQFOXGLQJ DQ RYHUKD X
logy systems, the expansion of partnershiy |
with other institutions and organizations|+
DQG WKH (QDOL]DWLR®
ing a new building at Base Camp. In thi§
newsletter, you'll read about each of the
topics, including a description of upcoming

Left: Martin Heinrich (with his son,
é Carter), Jeff Zemsky, and Mike Sullj-

/M van sit on the back of the com truck
@ | GXULQJ WKH ¢QDO GD\
i) with students from York, PA. Martin
(Gulch Director from ‘97-‘01) was

on leave from the US Congress dur-
ing the week that Jeff (Gulch Direc-
tor from ‘01-‘07) brought students tg
New Mexico for a 7-day trek. You'll
| learn more about these treks inside.
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The Cottonwood Gulch Foundatio
sponsors educational wilderness
peditions and outdoor programs
the American Southwest that promg
SHUVRQDO JURZWK V
cultural discovery as well as a kna
edgeable environmental ethic amc
all those who participate.

Board of Trustees
Jameson French, Chairman
Marjorie Kittle, Treasurer
Michele Davidson, Secretary
Ellen Ebersole
Tom Henio
Henry Hooper
Neil Macneale Il
Molly Madden
John Mayer
Jack Oviatt
Scott Pierce I
Wenda Trevathan

Administration
Mike Sullivan, Executive Director
Tallie Segel, Assistant Director
/HJOH :LOOLDPV 2IAF

To Contact the Foundation:
(800) 2-Go-Trek
www.cottonwoodgulch.org
info@cottonwoodgulch.org

From June to September:
HC 62, Box 2200
Thoreau, New Mexico 87323
(505) 862-7503 (phone/fax)

From September to June:
P.O. Box 25106
Albuquerque, NM 87125
(505) 248-0563 (phone)

Note from the Chair

These are certainly challenging times. Many of our Gulch Alumni, friends and families
are facing unprecedented economic hurdles. Yet despite it all we can happily repart that
Cottonwood Gulch is quite stable. Of course our relatively small invested endowment is
GRZQ DQG RXU DQQXDO IXQG GRQDWLRQV DUH VOLJ
recruiting for the summer of 2009 is well ahead of last year. We are very grateful to all
our Alumni donors for maintaining their loyal support. In many of our hearts, the Gulch
remains a place of stability, tranquility and personal growth. We all know that kids from
WKH QH[W JHQHUDWLRQV ZLOO EHQH/ ;W IURP WKH *>
Therefore it remains a priority for charitable support.

Our recruiting success may be harder to explain, but perhaps families are looking for
more meaningful programs of “good value” (our fees are lower than most programs of
similar length). It's no surprise that families recognize the Trek’s special ability to|pro-

n YLGH FKLOGUHQ ZLWK KDQGV RQ VNLOOV DQG D XQLT
ex forging relationships with new people and places is unmatched, as is all the fun that kids
.~ have in the process. Of course, Tallie and Mike have been doing a great job sharing the

N Trek with families around the country, with great assistance from our very impressive
e network of Gulch alumni. Thank you for that support.

F L HrdsWekwAidtter kebir & R litdto Nt Q4A -- a Gulch legend who will be sorely missed.
wl- His passing triggered wonderful memories from a legion of Trekkers and staff members.
bng In March, we also lost John Bloch's father, Joseph Bloch, who has been a genergus an

consistent supporter of Cottonwood Gulch for many years. John has always been very
modest about his Dad, but | certainly was impressed to read in the New York Times|about
the retired professor of piano literature at the Juilliard School in New York (see excerpts
from his obituary below). We send our deepest sympathies to John and his family.

As always, we hope to see many of you this summer at Base Camp. The Board will be
meeting on July 11th. If your travels bring you near Thoreau, please stop by the Gulch.

- Jamey
Memorial for Joseph Bloch
The following excerpts and accompanyf
ing photograph were published in the New
York Times on March 14th, 2009 and were
written by Margalit Fox.
“Joseph Meyer Bloch was born in In{
dianapolis on Nov. 6, 1917. He earned [a
bachelor’s degree from the Chicago Mus|-
cal College and, after service in Guam wit
the Army Air Forces in World War I, a
H Orka&dd il Khusicology from Harvard.”
3)RU ¢YH GHFDGHV ZLW
the 1980s when he tried to retire but provg
indispensable and was persuaded to
turn), every Juilliard pianist passed throug
Mr. Bloch’s classroom. His pupils included
many of the best-known performers of th
second half of the 20th century, amon
them Van Cliburn, Emanuel Ax, Garric ‘
Ohlsson, Misha Dichter, Jeffrey Siegel anf
Jeffrey Swann.” Above: Joseph Bloch in the 1980s. He
taught at Juliard for “nearly half a cen-
“What he taught was not so much the howury” and “toured widely in the United
to of pianism but the who, the why, and th&tates, Europe, and Asia.”
what-if.”

(505) 248-3319 (fax)
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Loops In New Mexico
Mild, sunny and perfect were conditions for the two spring trips the Gulch hosted thisf#
and April. Assisted by seasoned staff members Owen King, Emily Calhoun, and Gaeal 4@
hee, sixth graders from the Bosque School in Albuquerque and students from York @
Day School in York, PA toured the wild and varied landscapes of southern New Mexic ;
LQJ WRVTXH GHO $SDFKH 1DWLRQDO :LOGHUQHVV 5
Petroglyphs Site, White Sands National Monument, and the Magdalena Mountains, stud
VRPH RI WKHLU ¢UVW H[SHULHQFHV ZLWK FDPSLQJ 3
prickley pear cactus. As it warms up at Base Camp, two more schools head out on exp

HOHPHQWDU\ VWXGHQWYV IURP (VFXHOD GHO 6RO OR

already lined up for next fall, including a repeat visit from watercolor students at Albuq _-."
Academy. These “off-season” expeditions introduce many new students to the wilderne
Southwest, support our summer programs, strengthen our local presence, and maintaingg
ships with the Gulch community in and out of New Mexico. Thank you to the wonderful
ers who helped make the early spring trips (in the photos on this page) a great succe$s#
/DUVRQ 6DUDK 'H5RVHDU -HIl =HPVN\ DQG VWDU SK|~
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The Man Behind the Apron
Janice’s apprentice, Walter Cloud, becomes the new Base Camp Co
...It was raining pretty hard when we went to bed. | remember waking up with th

of the tent pressing down on my face. Water had gathered in the top of the ter

realized that | was lying beneath a big canvas bowl full of rainwater. We were in

tents back then. | laid very still, gently trying to wake up Andy Freedman, who was

ing next to me. | tried to explain our current predicament to him, beginning with “A

don't sit up.” But when he heard me mention the water suspended above us, an|

he opened his eyes and saw nothing but canvas, he immediately freaked out an

XSULJKW LQ KLV VOHHSLQJ EDJ VHQGLQJ D ZDYH| 1KH W

up a small slope outside our entrance, and rushing right back into our beds, com ?.— =

drenching us... .

,Q UHFDOOLQJ WKLV PHPRU\ RI WKH 7UHN IURP| HV W
VXPPHU DW WKH *XOFK KLV (¢UVW QLJKW RQ WKH| DQG
&DQ\RQ :DOWHU LV D PHPEHU RI RQH RI WKH ¢Uf +1
helped to found and build the Gulch beginning in the 1930s. The Trek still enjoys [

VWURQJ UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKH +HQLR )DPLO\?T V W

tion. He was a Trekker for many years and for the last four summers, he has |

alongside Janice Jacobs in the Base Camp kitchen. (He and Andy were reunited|

last year). As Janice takes a break from the Gulch this summer, Walter will be st| ) Ay .

in as the Group Leader of the Mess Hall. Mike visited Walter at his home near THeroo :

to talk with himpabout his upcoming adventure. Above:Walter Cloud, Base Camp Cook.

Mike:  How did you get interested in cooking?

Walter: Well [laughter, pats his belly], my Grandma Gracie taught me how to make tortillas, potatoes, mutton stew, and all sorts of
things like that. I've been cooking at home for as long as | can remember. | think | was in 5th grade when | really started
thinking that it'd be great to be a Cook. And whenever we go out hunting, I'm always the Cook. | guess | just really like it
because you get to make something real, you get to cook something — and then to see people enjoying what you made is
really great.

Mike:  What has it been like cooking with Janice over the last four years?

Walter: Oh boy. Wow. Janice... I've learned a LOT from Janice. She’s helped with the portions and the numbers and how to mar
age my time back there. She’s shown me so many recipes, too. Really good ones. Two of my favorites are Curried Chic
Salad and Green Chili Posole Stew.

Mike:  How do you see the role of food at the Gulch now?

Walter: Oh it's a pretty big role. When Janice started cooking at the Gulch, she really kicked it up a notch. We weren't just eating
canned pudding for dessert anymore. She just opened up this whole new way of doing meals at the Gulich.

Mike: :KDW ZDV WKH ¢UVW WKLQJ \RX UHPHPEHU FRRNLQJ DW WKH *XOFK"

. . Walter: | remember making two cheesecakes with Chet. We got some mint from the creek

and used some jam for the top. It was good.
Mike: +RZ GR \RX IHHO DERXW WKLV VXPPHU"
Walter: ,fP SUHWW\ H[FLWHG EXW UHDOO\ QHUYRXV DW Wt
Janice keeps playing over and over in my mind. It was a rocky start. But I'm
ready. It's great that she’ll be around to help me with the school groups in May and
at Staff Training in June.
Mike: $UH WKHUH DUH DQ\ VSHFL¢{F WKLQJV \RXYJfUH ORR
Walter: I'm kind of excited for Rendezvous days actually. | know it stresses some people
out but it's my favorite time. There’s lots to be done — there’s a different vibe |n
the kitchen. It's fun. When it got crazy, Janice and | would holler at each other,
3+RZ KLJK LV WKH ZDWHU" ~ DQG ODXJK
When asked about this coming summer, Janice shared some sweet sentiments of her own
“I value his friendship greatly,” she said of Walter, adding, “He taught me so much. There
couldn't be a better next step for him.” Janice admitted that she’ll miss the Guich a lot this
L] season, but she’s excited to be back at Base Camp for staff training. “I'll be asking him,
Above:Walter and Janice celebrating H&DQ ZH GR \RXU KRPHPDGH WRUWLOODYV :DOWHU"| §’
a “disco pig” roast last summer. this spring as they cook for 60 students from Escuela del Sol in Albuguerque.

-4 -
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From the Caretaker: On the First Day of Spring

By Sally Oviatt
7TRGD\ , VSOLW DQG VWDFNHG WKH ODVW ORDG RI ¢UHZRRG , H[SHFW , Z|L

nights are cold and it still freezes, but the days are warm and breezy. The sun haq just set

and | have the windows open as | write. The air is still warm. Mountain Bluebirds, irf mat-

ing pairs, swoop and perch all along the driveway. They like it when | split wood, bgcause

| create an easy pickin’ buffet of wood worms. The worms fall into the gravel and sfuirm

KHOSOHVVO\ XQWLO HLWKHU WKH EULOOLDQW LUYGHVFHQW EOXH PDOH RU Wtk

gray-green female snaps them up.

| have been caretaking at the Gulch since September 2008 and will stay on until migk=Ay
2009. | was a trekker and later a staff member. My parents were also trekkers and gtaff and
began their relationship here.

For a long time it has been a dream of mine to be the winter caretaker. | love this land
and | feel deeply connected to it, especially through my family history. | have nowili
through all its seasons. When | arrived, the smell of the summer was still on the
There was trekker energy in the air and the last of the footprints on every trail. By
VRPHWLPHY IRUJHW WKDW WKLY SODFH ZLOO EH

minating discussions with former caretakers) | decided that | could not do the wholds
DORQH , ZRXOG QHHG EXGGLHYV 6R EHLQJ DQ
(with lots of young artist friends in need of enriching experiences in the world outside
York City) | decided to use the event of care taking to start an artist residency. |
it The Caretakers’ House, sent out 30 invitations and received generous enthusias
people who were able to come, and also from lots of people who would like to come
future (if there are subsequent years). i

We began in September. | have hosted a total of nine artists. Most of them ove
their time with each other, either to collaborate or just share the space. | have hosted
OPPDNHUVY DQ DUFKLWHFW D 3K ' FDQGLGDWH
FDQGLGDWH LQ 3HDFH DQG &RQALFW 5HVROXWLR
KDYH XVHG ZKDW LV WKH VXPPHU *XOFK 21,FH DO

and a handy space heater, it has been a wonderful, open space through the winter.
artists have used their time here to study, read, meditate, and walk. Most of the art
thinkers who have attended The Caretakers’ House have produced work here.

For me, the residency has provided a new perspective on this land. Through s
with my art peers, | have remembered things | learned about this place when | was
ager and | have discovered locations, objects and sensations | had never experienceibe
Helping all the artists acclimate geographically, culturally, interpersonally and in
other ways has been very interesting and valuable to my own relationship to this plgce
has also provided a way to think about how this place can be inhabited and used d
“off-season.” '

about my own departure. Many lessons have been learned during this residency, SEMEE
which will probably not reveal themselves until we have all reintegrated into our “reg
lives. Sounds familiar, eh? Sort of like the end of a good summer spent at Cottg
Gulch. :

Please visitK WWS FDUHWDNHU YV ORXN iHorE @bBul Se8\R(picturér R
right), her friends, their adventures, and the art that was produced here. Get in touciEwil
Mike or Tallie if you or someone you know would like to be Caretaker in 2009/2010.

SOt

HO\

HU
PXO

QQH

5-
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Thank You to Our Contributors
The following individuals, foundations, and corporations have given generously to the

&RWWRQZRRG *XOFK )RXQGDWLRQ LQ WKH
<RXU NLQGQHVV VXVWDLQV WKH 7UHN

VXSSRUW

o VFEF

D O

SDFHVHWWHUYV
Jameson French
Henry E. Hooper

RU PRUH Sponsors $500 - $999

Richard Ach
Joseph M. Bloch Jr.

Tracy and Henry Hooper, The Community FoundationEllie Elkinton

Stephanie and Scott Pierce IlI
Jane Wenzel

Benefactors $1000 - $4999

Susan W. and Fred Beckhorn
Martha D. Borthwick

Michele F. Davidson

Ted Dintersmith
Mary M. Ellis  “In memory of Roger Noyes and
Peter Ellis”

Shirley S. French®In honor of Jameson French”

Joseph and Claire Greenberg

Margery M. Howe

Margaret M. Howie

Allen Jones

Lucy W. Kluckhohn Jones

Jonathan W. Kohn

Alice Lesney

Molly and Rick Madden

Richard W. Mark

John G. Mayer

Judy and Richard McGinnis

William S. Milius Jr.

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

Lynn and Jorgen Overgaard

Nancy H. Ramage

Ann and Robert Zemsky

Mathew S. Grayson

Toby A. Herbst

Lawrence L. Hooper Jr.

D. S. Johnson

Elizabeth S. Kubiéln memory of Sam Sherwood”

Chester R. Kubit

Mckee Foundation

Boris Meditch

Danila B. Oder

Charles and Susan Oviatt

Wenda Trevathan and Gregg Henry

Henry Udow"A gift from Henry Udow and Regina Pitchon”

Ted Uihlein

Eleanor White “In honor of brother and board
member Henry Hooper”

Donors $100 - $499

Peter E. Abrons

Sharman L. Babior

Carole and Henry L. Berman

The Carver Family “For Tanya and Alex”
Dorothy S. Chidestefln memory of Don Simpson”
Ted Coates

Henry O. Colomb Jr.

Robert and Salomon Kealy Cook

Robert N. Cory

Ellen Ebersole

Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
Douglas H. Erwin

William H. Failey Jr.

Lee and Ann Farnham

Jennifer Gervasi

E. M. Goodkind

Deborah L. Gregg

Jonathan and Catherine Hagstrum

Ann S. Hamzéln memory of Sam Sherwood”
Shirley and Pete Heinrich

PaulL. Herring

Mary Hubbard
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Douglas H. Johnson

Dale L. Kaiser

Bill and Carol Klepack‘In Memory of Peter Kodama”

Mickey Koch

Linda and William Koons

Roy J. Korn Sr.“In memory of Scott Kimberlin”

Deborah and Bill Korol

Shirley A. Kovacs

James Kresberg

Trammell C. Lacey Jr.

Jerome S. Lidz

Ellen and Neil Macneale

Richard F. Madden Sr.

Molly and Rick Madden

Maunder Investmentéin honor of Tanya and Aléx

Paul M. Mayer

lan McHenry “In honor of Tanya and Alex’s wedding”

Andrea Meditch

Timothy Mercado*“In honor of Alex and Tanya’s marriage”

Edward V. Merrell “In memory of Sam Sherwood

and Tom Hunter”

John H. Messenger

Jessica Miller “In honor of their son Rowan Miller in
hopes for him to someday become a
Trekker”

Florence B. Mini

Richard S. Moog

Lawrence Nees

V. Nees-Hatlen “In honor of Tanya and Alex”

Olivet Kennel and Dog Training Resort

Mary and David Palm

Holly Peacock “In memory of Sam Sherwood”

Jonathan, Peggy, and Jill Peters

Jon A. Peterson

Dena and Todd D. Rakoff

Mason Rees Jr.

Harley and Evaline Rhodehamel Sr.

William A. Rhodehamel

Jonathan F. Rose

Bruce D. Rosenblum

Robert J. Ruben M.D.

Michael Salmanson and Tobi Zemsky

MaryLee and Richard Salom6im memory of John Howie”

Richard B. Saloman

Richard Schultz

Ellen J. Sherberg

Deborah Swartz and Mark Elson

Charles D. Test

Paull TorrencéClass of 65, 66, 69, 70"

Maggie Fox and Mark Udall

John Ullman

Ann Vonnegut-Frieling

Wachovia Foundation

Richard D. Waters and Ms. Barbara Merrell

Paula and John Wehmilleli*memory of Peter
Kodama”

Jane F. Weiss

Beth D. Williams “In honor of Alex and Tanya

Helen Wilson

Greg Wood and Linda Van Ligten

Contributors 0 - $99

Luther E. Allen Jr.

John Atwood

Alexandra Berg

Sara B. Chase

Samantha CuthbeftOn behalf of the Madden Family”
Robert J. Doeppers

Frank and Paula Garcia

Lillian and Gary Giessow

Meryl Glicksman

Jeffrey B. Gray

George S. Grove

Terrin Haley  “In honor of Tanya and Alex”
Lisa Washbon and Bruce Huckell
Gay G. Johnson

Jefferson N. Johnson

Julie and Matthew Kaufman
Tyler Marchant

Jill Markovitz

Howard R. Meeker Jr.

Anne and Gary Miller

Sara Nosanchuk

Joan Ramage

Elise H. and Auro Roselli

Miriam W. Salmanson

Elizabeth Saloman

Lucy W. Scanlon

Joseph H. Schmaltz I

Philip H. Slavin

William Soloman

Norton Starr

Cathy C. Stoné'Hi to Wenda and Molly”
Bryson H. Thompson

Austin Troy
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A Report from the Recr

Tallie and Mike traveled all over the country during the off-season this year, presenting Trek slideshows in various classro
living rooms from California to Vermont. Each event was a wonderful opportunity to introduce new people to Cottonwood
and for former Trekkers to reunite. Thank you very much to everyone who welcomed and hosted these events. Your gener

testament to the powerful relationships bri

7KDQN \RX IRU LQYLWLQJ XV

Chet Kubit

John and Teresa Mayer

Scott and Stephanie Pierce

Katie Merrell and Anil Kashyap

Oasis Children’s Services

Brooklyn Children’s Museum (Liza Rawso
Tom and Mercy Hyde

Tom and Joan Shanley

Nate and Brenda Lord

Jane Wenzel

Safa Hamze and the San Francisco Baking Institute

SEED School in Washington DC

Lynda Daniel and YESPrep Academy in Houston, TX

uiting Loop

mming throughout the Gulch community.

WR \RXU FDP

n and Paul Peargon)

S¢UHV

Above:Barry Sims, Noel

2DVLV RI(FH LQ %URRNO\Q 1<

Mexico and is so enchan
they are raising funds to
summer.

Delgado, Kristin Baja, and Mike in the
7KH 2D
ted with the state and with the Gulch tha
send their own students on a Trek this

Above:Burlington brouhaha! Former Trekkers and their friends gather in

Hyde kitchen after a slideshow this winter.

James Vivian (Trekker/Staff),Chris Wilki
Dave Azaria, Elizabeth Wilkins, Austin Tl
(Trekker/Staff), Alan Matser, Beal Hyd
(Trekker), Tom Hyde (Trekker/Staff), a
Peter Drescher (Staff/Recruiter). Profe]
sor Troy is planning to bring one his UV]
classes to the Gulch in August of 2010.

the Brooklyn Children’s Museum.

48

the

Pictured from left to right are..

e
nd
S_

Above:Joan and Tom Shanley

to the Trek again this summer.

Below: Teresa and John Mayer
Both couples are sending their daughters

v

- Above: Katie Wolfgang DVM and her hus

Their son will be on the MDT this summer

bms al
Gulch
osity i

VLV
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Recruiting events continue to  Board Meeting as the newest member of owpcoming experience with the Trek Inst
UHXQLWH *XOFK EOI¥ng Crittee. tute this summer. SEED partnered with t

for the Trek.
...and foster growing

Alex and Tanya met rock climbing in Gal-Gulch in 2008 to send one student to t
lup and were married last summer. They CulFrek Institute as part of their summer op-
UHQWO\ OLYH ZRUN VWXGgoruRlfeSprodant Fhis phiihesRifco
Francisco. Adam is a musician and a managnyes to grow thanks to Annie Horcasitas
er at Naturbridge, as well as a local recru'te(rpictured below with her son Carlds a
teacher and summer program coordina
: at SEED - who is commited to working
partnerships. closely with the Gulch. Her father, Joh

Our regional recruiters have been dOi”Messenger, was a Trekker in 64/'65 and a
a great job of getting the Gulch connectediaff member in 1970.

In March, Safa Hamze (Trekker/Staff)with Charter Schools across the country. In The Guich has been building a similar
hosted a slideshow event at the San FraApril, Mike met with Dominique, Parry, parntership with the YES Prep Charte

cisco Baking Institute. In addition to recruit-Danny, and Davidctured beloy from  schools in Houston, TX thanks to the
WLQJ VRPH QHZ 2XW¢WW HHé \SEEDUscho8I Ly Weashingtohl) DC tasymmer opportunities coordinator Lynd
there was much munching and strummingat some sloppy joes and talk about theianiel and trustee Scott Pierce III.

among many folks with a rich connection t

the Gulch. Pictured from left to right is Safs
Hamze, Jon Klar (Staff), Mike, Julia Cor-
win, Greg Barker (Trekker, Staff and Build-
ing Committee Member), Tanya Geisbrech
(Caretaker), Alex Nees (Trekker, Staff, Care
taker), and Adam Schraft (Assistant Direc}
tor). Jon and Julia live in New York City,
but happened to be in San Francisco for the
weekend. Greg attended last year's Annug

—

IAlso this winter...

EXploring Our OW” appeared in group logs for decades. Some

of the places that were remembered and Ip-

Backyard cated at the map party include The Notch
In mid-February, some Trek folks gath}-0S Gigantes, old lumberjack camps in th

ered at the Madden’s home in Belen, NeiPola, and the little, but legendary Calcit

Mexico for a meal and map party. The&DYH ZKLFK IHZ VWDII F

group scoured through old logs and pOre}jrekkers could enter (the opening is rur
over local maps of the Zuni Mountain remored to be too small for adults). Backyarl

gion around Base Camp in an effort to reH[SHGLWLRQV UHFRPPHQ
discover dozens of nearby destinations for )

current and future Trekkers to explore. ThEight: Molly Madden (holding Else Sul-
Guilch property and its surrounding settingvan), Tom Hyde, Tallie Segel, and Larry
DUH PDJQL¢,FHQW VR XUF B&/kes pui Bejyhepdsiagethed c D G

venture, but many of these locales haven’t

RXOG ¢QG DQG RQO\

FH WKLV VXPPHU

he
he

N-

or

>

=

QD =

A Helplng Hyde Tom HydevisitedAIbuquerquethiswin-|ZK|_FK HQDEOHV WKH $OEXT)

ter to assist Gulch staff with an overhau

from improve our internet connection to

Burlington, VT preparing his son Paxton
IRU KLV ¢UVW VXPPHU R
keeping an eye on us. Thanks to Tom al
D ORFDO ,7 JUDQW VWD
on new desktop computers, new laptop

and new software. Additonally, it's now

Above:Tom Hyde along the Rio Grande psssible for employees to access key da-

this winter. tabase information from remote locations

i in sny I'|Lr|o iz%ij/ It C\W_\figh E% summ
RI RIGFH WHFKQRORJ\ T?'i;é 7 AL AVAR N Mol
. . -Director Seth Battis, who originally conr
interview local computer systems engi-

(cIJXUHG WKH *XOFK RI¢F

fas also been very helpful in this evolutio
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May 2009 News From Trek Country

A Memorial for Mr. Van

kers during his three decades at the Guich.

aloud by Mike. Excerpts are included below and on the following page.
OU 9DQ ZDV ¢UVW KLUHG E\ +LOOLV +RZHH

ZRUNHG DV %DVH &DPS 1DWXUDOLVW XQWL|O

just as the sun was sinking below the horizon.
- Sidsel Overgaard

“He had greatness in him.” tremendously. We searched for remains “Mr. Van will now be overlooking and
-Jeff Zemsky of the Fremont expedition during our overseeing Cottonwood Gulch forever
Colorado loop, and the history he taught and | hope that his legacy will somehow
XV DURXQG WKH FDPS¢ UHeénifo ¥aghaadekdryJutukeddekRed
“Mr. Van in his own right was an astrono- times. A great chapter in the history of thewhether they know it or not.”
mer, a teacher, a coach, and a good man.Trek passes on with him.” — Monty Billings
He will be missed.” - William Hooper (Ned)
- Henry Hooper
“He was a unique individual who brought
“Being a Group Il guy, | never worked  a tremendous amount of knowledge and
“I still have a picture of him sitting directly for Van, but his presence at the ability to the Trek. | remember well how
hunched over on an adobe wall at some Gulch was enormous, especially to a he led our group as far off the beaten path
place like Mesa Verde. He has a worn outyoung Trekker turned staff in the late as could be allowed (and back in those
chambray shirt on with sleeves rolled up 1960s. From visits to the Gulch over the days that was pretty far) and encouraged
and blue jeans. His skinny legs and arms year, | have fond memories of Van sitting everyone to learn as much as possible in
are crossed with a cigarette hanging out on the back porch, coffee cup inhand  as many areas as possible. He was a trug
of his crossed left hand. His shorn black quizzing me on all kinds of things -- from |eader, guide and educator.”
hair is thinning. His face is tanned and ~ my brothers who did the Trek with him, to — Martin Berman
weathered like a man who had spenthis 7UHN KLVWRU\ WR VFLHQWL¢(F IDFWV KH WKRXJKW
life working in the New Mexico sun. He | should know. Although he hasn't been
is looking off in the distance, and am  on-staff for many years, it feels like the  “It is with sad heart that | recall my time
sure he is in the middle of telling us the Gulch is a little less rich tonight. | guess through this world with Van. He was the
important history of whatever place that the lightning is just a little closer tonight  one who put me in contact with Hillis

He was known to a few of us as “John,” a few more of us as “JacK,” land
to most of us simply as “Mr. Van” or even “Van.” Regardless of how we ad-
dressed him, we all knew John VanSickle as a scientist, a historian ,apd most
importantly, as a teacher who provided insight to several generations df Trek-

It saddens us to report that Mr. Van passed away on January 11th at his
home in Bluewater, NM. A memorial service, arranged by his son Roy Wagner,
was held the next weekend with dozens in attendance, including mentbers of
the Henio family and other representatives of the Gulch community whg came
from as far away as Longmont, Colorado to share their memories of oJr long-
time friend. Many of those who could not attend sent eulogies, which wefe|read

LQ

tion he held for the next 20 years with only a few summers off. After tHat, he

KLV

ogist, Mr. Van was also an expert on the 19th Century Southwest explorer|John
C. Fremont. Many Trekkers, however, best remember him for his insjstence
that only good could come from each new punch on their “hardship cards’...
memory that caused some fond laughter as service-goers trudged up the Base
Camp mesa through several feet of snow to scatter Mr. Van’s ashes at thg rim, as
he requested. The service came to a close with a round of Desert Silvery Blue

a

we were so lucky to be.” and somewhere that coyote singing to hisHowie and promoted me for the job as his

— Nancy Caplan dearie has a little extra choke in his voice assistant group leader. That, of course, led
With Van goes another big piece of Trek to my 45 years with the Gulch. Van will
history.” always be in my prayers.”

“I was one of his counselors in Group | in — Henry Berman — Chet Kubit

the early ‘70’s (with Tom Hyde and Mike
Greenberg), and enjoyed that summer

-10 -
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3+H PDQDJHG WR ¢(QG LQ
over the Southwest who were willing to

come share their stories with us at camp-
¢UH RU DW D PHDO

fortunate to meet some of these people
several times. Highlights include Mr.
Lambson of Ramah and Don Taleyesva o
the Hopi mesas. When we did not have

local guests to help us understand the his}
tory and culture of where we camped, Var

DOzZD\V KDG D ERRN WR
ZRXOG (00 WKDW YRLG
made all the difference to me, and | am
sure to many others, in learning to love th
Southwest.”

— Molly Madden

“When | lived, worked with and for Mr.
Van, he and | would take trips, old loops
he’d done back-in-the-day, during the off
season--all over the Gulch Map. We'd
stay in hotels, but would visit old, long
forgotten Gulch campsites during the day.

Some resurrected, because Mr. Van knewvation, death and cannibalism. Genera- Hardship Card” and | cherish them all.

where ALL these places were. He would
randomly say as we were driving along,
some tidbit of information about the town,
the area, the history, the bumps in the
road--seemingly at random. | know now
that all this highly pertinent information,
which it wasn't at the time, would go to
extremely good use when out on the road
with a group. | soaked it all up. That’s
what | believe Mr. Van wanted: To help

in anyway he could even if he wasn'’t

6LQKFH ,
group (Group 1) for three summers, | was|

VHUHVWLQJ IRONV DOO

FRRNHG IRU 9DQYV

=]

HDG DW FDPS:;UH WKDW
ABKVE. WarhilK anB fAdady VN Whrgdther on the mesa for a sunset cermony.

A few days before our Group | road loop, “Mr. Van was a pillar of the Gulch com-
we still had no itinerary and no idea how munity - a guidepost and mentor for

to get one (it was a different time). Van  hundreds of Trekkers as a group leader
took me and the group leader into the  and base camp naturalist. | had the good
staff room and, off the cuff, outlined what fortune to be a member of Group | for
proved to be an amazing tour of westwardhree years, and what | remember most
expansion in southern Colorado. He madeabout our experiences, good or bad, was
a few phone calls, and the evening beforeVan’s constant optimism. No matter how
we hit the trail to follow the demise of the wet, how cold, how hungry or how lost wi
Fremont expedition, we had the expert onwere, he never lost sight of the opportuni
WKH )UHPRQW H[SHGLW L RoQeain\WormR k&mbdntSantd lHugh abo
telling us ghost stories about winter, star- it. We put a lot of punches in our “Trekke

tions of Trekkers have passed under Van's7 KDQNV 9DQ ~
tutelage at “Serendipity House” where ~ — John Bloch
he held court, and learned the value not

just of having a passion, but of engaging

with the passions of the people around

us. | will miss Mr. Van a great deal. He

was a singular character who made a

singular contribution to the Gulch. But his

contribution lasts well beyond his time:

he shaped countless Trekkers, Trekkers

who came back as staff and passed on

there, because he saw a future need for hi&n's credos, sayings and outlook on life.

help. He wanted to help, to be of service, ¥ PRUH ¢ WWLQJ OHJDF\ IRU 9DQ LV KDUG WR
to have worth. And he is still all thatto a imagine.”
great number of people that have had the — Seth Battis
pleasure, good fortune, and opportunity to

have been around him. He is an immense Below: Trekking through the snow for Mr. Van

help, has done a great service, and has imMolly Merrill Madden and |
measurable worth. That's what | got from ZHUH WKH (UVW I
him. | am better for having known him.  Group 1 under Mr. Van's lead

He is the greatest soul I've ever known.” €rship in the mid 1960's. Van
— Russ Gliottone had a passion for both the Tré

and for the history of the area
we were seeing. During mos
HYHQLQJ FDPS¢;UKHYV KH VKDUHG
30\ ¢ UVW VXPPHU ZRUN L ¢hess gjorigsiith us. dipw he
was one of Van's last as the museum  too is part of the Trek lore. H
director, and exposed me directly to his Will be missed.”
web of connections across the southwest— Ellie (Hooper) White

HPDOH FRRNV LQ

k
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May 2009 News From Trek Country

Reconnecting with the Trek

About once a month, we get a phone call, a letter, or an email from a Trekker long ago smitten with the Gulch and thel Southw
\When these folks gush about their amazing life-changing experiences on the Trek, it is music to our ears. In most cases,|they ha
been back to Base Camp in decades, and in some other cases, they aren’t even sure if the Gulch still exists. But we are [véry hay
WHOO WKHP WKDW LW GRHV :HYUH DOzZD\V WKULOOHG WR FRQQHFW ZLW|K WK
Trek lore that links all Trekkers throughout the years and across the country. The following is one such email that we recgiyed in
fall (reprinted here with permission) which led to a wonderful mini-rendezvous in Washington DC, featuring Mike Sullivan, Sfeye Kat:
DQG OLNH '"HQNHU WV (OOHG ZLWK WKH LQVSLUDWLRQDO LPDJHU\ RI D] R XC

Dear Mike, Cliff Tabin and | had dinner recently to-has been a salt gathering and ceremonial
Hi, I'm Steve Katz, | was a Trekker ingether in Washington, D.C. and we instantocation for centuries for Zuni, Navajo,
the old Group Ill in 1967, 1968, and 1969y recalled the beginning of several sumAcoma, Hopi and other Native Americans
In those days as you may know, Group lliners when our parents drove us down te the perimeter of the area contain myriad
made two “loops” and we were only inChicago’s Union Station to board the Santossilized shells and other evidence of sea
base camp for the Rendezvous, setting ge Super Chief. We carried our duffels, &fe. It was common to see prayer sticks jn
our Baker tents out at the Group Il site jusbackpack, and most importantly a rucksacte shallow salt bed — as well as what had
as we did across New Mexico, Utah, Aricontaining rock hammers, sledge hammerBgcome commercial salt extraction opera-
zona, and Colorado, and even a small paassorted chisels and the best all-purpogiens out on the lake.
of Nevada for the rest of the 8 week sumtool ever made for rock hounds -- The Gad However, as Trekkers, the most exciting
mer. Group lll in those years, and severdry Bar -- it's 18 inches long with a shargsight were to volcanic craters — termed| a
prior under its Group Leader named Geraldointed end and L-shaped hammer angaar -- one which was solid, while the
Ostrom, a Chicago-area teacher and sedhisel on the other end and is as strong aher contained a seemingly bottomless
ous rock hound, was focused on travelingell, steel. Can you imagine anyone tryingalt lake that if we could navigate our way
to sites to collect rocks, minerals, and fosto get through airport security today withn gym shoes or hiking books in a bathing
sils and study the areas we were in. that kind of gear? I'm not even certain thasuit carrying a towel, working our way up
| am writing to ask how the museum ighey would believe the story — “yes, we'reand then down the jagged loose lava and
doing at Base Camp, because | am intereshirteen, we’re unaccompanied by our patava bombs — large teardrop or sometimes
ed in donating a number of items from myents or any other adult we recognize, anlganana shaped pieces of lava that shot| up
rock and fossil collection from my years orwe’re going on a rock and fossil collectinghigh in the air and cooled into these shapes
the Trek. First, let me tell you a little bt H{fSSHGLWLRQ LQ WKH 6RXWRZHVW TRU ZHHANYV
about how | became a Trekker and why as The Tabin boys demonstrated a prow
aresult | have a collection to share with fuess, good eye, and a doggedness as kjds
ture generations at Base Camp. that presaged their careers. Cliff is now
| grew up in the Chicago area and learnegh esteemed scientist who is Chairman ¢f
about the Trek from Gerald Ostrom whahe Genetics Department at Harvard Med
led afterschool programs about rocks anchl School and a Member of the Nationg
minerals. He had already recruited a pair &cademy of Sciences. Geoff is a world-ref
amazing rock and fossil hunters from myowned mountaineer and Professor of Sur
hometown to the Group Ill and the Littlegery and Ophthalmology at the University
2XWe W £ EURWKHUYV &O LI bf D@HEscHddR off Medi&ne@nd €ocDirecH
mothers had gone to Northwestern Univettor of the Himalayan Cataract Project.
sity together and following an amazing While our own trek by Santa Fe Supek
weekend of geode collecting with OstronChief to the train station in Gallup, wher
and Cliff Tabin along the muddy banks ofve were met by staff and driven out to Basen the return to earth — then we could swim
the Mississippi River — | was ready for aCamp, may not have compared to Hillisn the lake. Since the salt content of the

bove:Unloading the red Com Truck

summer on the Trek. +RZLHYV RULJLQDO 3UDLUPWUHNBVUWHRYKERIKNVWHQD FW

Below: Road camp at Zuni Salt Lake the pickup trucks with bench seats and #RUNV H FOLPEHG RXW RI
tarp roof -- like today, it was the experi-ed lightly in salt — an no, the fresh water
ence when you get to Base Camp and bpacked in the Big Red Comm (commissary
yond and that matters most. WUXFN ZDV QRW IRU VKRZH

Perhaps being a Trekker in the 1960s did Our rock collecting also meant travel
mean having access to some unusual sitég to the Blanchard Mine in Bingham,
to camp at, and do some collecting. Ondew Mexico, and meeting Ora Blanchard,
Rl WKH PRVW PHPRUD E O Hvigog &f the Rigels fRrunder, heforw she
stops that summer was the Zuni Salt Lakéied and working up in the mine portals
in New Mexico. The area is prehistoricand collecting and learning about many
sea bed which features a large salt “lakecopper and lead ores, galena, brochantite,

212 -



Stories and Events from the Cottonwood Gulch Foundation May 2009

pyrite and chalcopyrite, azurite, linaritethere was a human element to places likeould drink the creek water, and colle
and malachite. |1 doubt that the Gulch’8lanchard Mine. In my third summer visit-some amazing Smoky Quartz specimer
insurance company today would covemng Blanchard Mine, we stopped as alway¥/e’'d even go as far west as Lehman Cay
or want to know about how deeply weat Mrs. Blanchard’s house to request pein Nevada, and then back through the S
went into the mine. Mike Denker, formermission and watch her stand one hand oner Desert in Utah for trilobite hunting an
Group Il Trekker and later Group Leademher hip taking in our caravan before wavaon-gem topaz collecting. Yes, we alg
tells some of the most harrowing storiesng us up towards the mine. Instead, Mrsaw the Great Sand Dunes, Mesa Ver
Yet for all the natural history we learnedBlanchard’s house looked quiet, and therArches, Bryce and Zion, the Grand Canyc
Below: Blanchard Mine copper ore and Was a wooden sign standing in the frorthough we usually couldn’t wait to get bac
thunder eggs, from Demming, NM. of her house that looked like a temporarinto the middle of nowhere -- and the truck
highway sign that was discarded, and ibreaking down were usually an adventur
large scrawling letters it read “Death, Cre- | look forward to hearing from you ---
ated by God, Caused by Man, Itis Murder” Sincerely,

and we knew that she was gone. Steve Katz
mg]rthegsf\,(;oer:g,a\?\,cej’m%zrdkzgpcﬂgs gg;é__teve Katz is a writer and author, whos

. career has included working extensive
yon, then Shiprock, then up to the Moat())n Capitol Hill, the White House and othe

area, into the Manti LaSalle range, to hike . )
arts of government. He lives in Potoma

a long way up f_rom a camps!te by a lak D, not far from fellow Trekker and for;
and head up Mineral Mountain where we .
mer Group lll leader Mike Denker.

) DPLO\ 7UH N berwith the Foundation and a consultar€ruces. She has been a great asset tp
and adjunct faculty member of the Earti6Sulch archaeology program in recent yes
The All Star LOOp and Planetary Sciences Department at tias we've revisited former Trekker excayz
Have you been thinking about University of New Mexico. Both John andtion sites to make better sense of our ¢
reconnecting with the Trek? Jack have been involved with the Trek sinceollections. We're very excited for her [t
the 1960s. Dr. Wenda Trevathan is also lze with us again this summer, as well as|{
This August, Lucy Kluckhohn Jones willcurrent Board member with the Foundatioher to join the All Star Family Trek loop.
be leading her 23rd Family Trek expediand a Professor of Anthropology at New Dr. Lucy Kluckhohn Jones is herself
tion, and this time she’ll have four ringerdViexico State University in Las Cruces. Adrofessor of Biology at Santa Monica Cp
riding along the road with her. As we cona biological anthropologist with researcHege with a research focus in microbiolog
tinue to offer more themed loops for Trekinterests in maternity and childbirth, sheHer father-in-law, Clyde Kluckhohn, wa
kers and Alumni, Lucy will be joined by a VWLOO (QGV WLPH WR E H WeK-khosviX anDWRIDgIK WIBKWArKEE
pair of geologists and a pair of anthropoloAnthropology at the University Museum.among and wrote extensively about Navg
gists for a special focus on cultural historor. Trevathan is currently a fellow at thecommunities in the Southwest.
and natural science. School for Advanced Research in Santa Fe This crackerjack group of scholars w
Joining the legendary Lucy will be geolo-and has been involved with the Trek sincpin the Family Trek on a loop that will ir;
gists Jack Oviatt and John Bloch and arker days with the Turquoise Trail in theclude Chaco Canyon, Ahshishlepah Wds
thropologists Wenda Trevathan and GaekP60s. WKH (O 0DOSDLV ODYD-
McGahee. Dr. Jack Oviatt is a current We have Dr. Trevathan to thank for intional Monument, the Puye CIiff Dwel
Board member with the Foundation androducing Gaea McGahee to the Gulchings, and of course, Cottonwood Gulg
he’s a Professor of Geology at Kansas Stateaea was a student of Dr. Trevathan arisase Camp.
University (he also sports a Gulch t-shirt oS NOw a course instructor at Dona Ana

KLV XQLYHUVLW\ SUR ¢ OHCgrprigity £allege and museum educa- There are still spots available in this
Dr. John Bloch is a former Board memtor at the University Museum also in Las RQH RI D NLQG H[SH

Big Tubes, El Malpais National Monument Family Trek ‘07 loading the com truck Bandelier National Monument
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May 2009 News From Trek Country

Trekking for Dinosaurs

Left: A full-sized skeleton of
on display at the Mesalands Di

Dr. Hungerbuehler, pictured
below, has excavated a vari
ety of dinosaurs, including gi-
ant sauropods, at several site
throughout New Mexico.

Many of us know about the large whitgmented the collections of the Dinosaur M
cast of the dinosaur footprint in the Baséeum at the college and has led many syc-
Camp museum. Even next to impressivé HVVIXO ¢HOG VFKRRO H[SHGLWLRQV WKURXJKR[X
collections of ceramics, skeletons, anélew Mexico and Arizona.
rocks, the footprint is a very prominent fea- Dr. Hungerbuehler is an expert on phy
ture in the museum. It is also included iiosaurs (large crocodile-like dinosaurs),
the Gulch video, “The Early Years,” whichand coelophyses (medium sized bidpeda
depicts Trekkers completing the cast in théinosaurs). The coelophysis is actually th
middle of a dusty plain. New Mexico state dinosaur and it's bigge

This year, the Trek plans to reinvigorat€ousin, torvosaurus, is on display at th
its connection with paleontology in theMesalands Dinosaur Museum.
Southwest by partnering with Dr. Axel Mike met with Dr. Hungerbuehler re-
Hungerbuehler from Mesalands Communicently to discuss options for Trekkers t6 : -
ty College in Tucumcari, NM. Dr. Hunger-participate in some of his dinosaur excavd Pove:Dr. Axel Hungelbuehler in front of
buehler is a vertebrate paleontologist frortions this and next summer. He is excited. o
Germany who has studied and worked itp involve Trekkers on his expeditions and’'"253ur Museum. He will visit Base
England, Canada, and the United StateBe is eager visit the Guich to survey whaq;amp n garly_ August to search for dino-
He has been with Mesalands for the lagtotential paleontological sites exist at Basgd' fossils with trekkers from_ the Moun-
six years, in which time he has greatly augzamp and in the Zuni Mountains. tain Desert Trek and the Family Trek .

New Building Planned at Base Camp

[N ()

Archaeological excavations will take
place at the Gulch this summer in prepara
tion for laying the foundation for a new
building at Base Camp. What is currently
being called “the pavilion” will be another
unique structure designed by former Trek-
ers for future Trekkers. With the comple-
tion of this building, the Gulch will have
a new gathering place. Its eight-sided,
open-walled, hogan-inspired design creat
an indoor-outdoor environment to serve
as a performance and meeting space for
formal and informal events and activities.

1%

Under sun or rain, the building will serve These architectural drawings were prepared
DV D VHWWLQJ IRU FDPS|gUHV SURJUDPV DQG@ KentBierle and his team at EDI in Albuquer-
Rendezvous square dances and banquets. gue (Environmental Dynamics Inc.). Kentis
Its design and location (near the QM a longtime friend of Martin Heinrich and the

shack) harness Gulch history and identity, Gulch. For the last few years, he’s been wor
This building is one of three new struc- ing closely with the Foundation to draft plans
tures planned at Base Camp, with the other for this pavilion structure and two other new

two being an extension to the current Mess buildings at Base Camp. Kent, his wife, and
Hall and a year-round science building. their two kids visited the Gulch last summer.

Torvosaurus, depicted here, is

nosaur Museum in Tucumcari.

Ewe postosuchus exhibit at the Mesalands
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Base Camp Opening 2009

The annual tradition of opening up Base Camp and awake
the buildings from their winter slumber involves many helpi

hing
ng

hands. Members of the Henio family and their extended relatves

converge on the Gulch for one day every spring to work a
hour shift that involves sweeping out all the buildings, repair
broken pipes, cleaning the stove, removing rattlesnakes from
ins, and washingverythingin the kitchen. On May 9th, dozen

12-
ng
cab-
S

programs. There were opportunities to reunite with friends pnd

of neighbors worked together to prepare Base Camp for sun%mer

IDPLO\ DV ZHOO DV FHOHEUDWH D E

UWKGD\ 7KDQN \RX

HYHU\RQH
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